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MHTComespondent =~ ment arterial roadsandsanitation pro- |
. » ifarkhand@hindustanimes.com Meeting therepresentativesof Jects should be given special |
4 urban local bodies (ULBs) and attentionbythefifieenthfinance |
- RANGHE Thel5thfinancecommis-  rural local bodies (RLBs) on commission, shesaid,
sionon Wednesdayfathomedthe ~Wednesday, the commission “We expect new challenges
aspirations of the localbodiesof ~ gave patienthearing tothem. andthusrequested that whatever
Jharkhand - both urban and While some demanded special we couldnot gainduringthe ten-
rural besides while meetingthe  packages for their respective ure of the 14th finance commis-
representatives, local bodies, others raised spe- sion should be taken care of by
The representatives of the cificissuesand pleaded for cen- the 15th finance commission,”
electedbodiesduringthemeeting  tral grants. sheadded.
withthechairman and members “Wedemanded special packa- Potka panchayat mukhiya |
of the commission demanded  gesforgrampanchayats, pancha- Sushil Dipankari Saradar
morefinancialaidsbytheCentre  yatsamitisandzila parishadsfor through a memorandum
for improving basic amenities  basic amenities and overall demanded strict execm
concerning civic issués while growth. PESA and provisions
detailing their future plans. The gram panchayat takes up ST o]
Several representatives also  development worksinaparticu-  * 15th finance commission Chairman N K Singh along with the team members presiding over ameeting of
; snbnutted memorandums larvillageorpanchayat,thepan- the local bodies of the state in Ranchi on Wednesday. DIWAKAR PRASAD/ HT PHOTO
g strict execution of  chayat samiti is responsible for
mbmunderﬂaeﬁﬂhsched- developingareaslinkingtwovil- ~ Agrawalstressed on clean drink- migration that is frequent in  in iron ore mining zones and
lagesor panchayatsandthezila  ing water for all and adequate  urban areas. Qur youths prefer black in coal mining areas.
parishadtakescareofareaslink-  supply. He mentioned that that fleeing to metropolitan cities Installing adequate numbers of
ingtwoblocks, geographical area and popula- searchingjobsthanstrugglingin ~ water treatment plants oughtto
Unless funds are separately tionofcitiesorvillagesshould not Jharkhnd cities, he said. be given priority over sewerage
earmarkedfor each of these bod- be the criteria to fix quantum of Citing examples, he said that  and drainage projects or waste
ies, the real goals of positive financial aids. The Dhanbad three types of water — milky  disposal plants.
- growthcannot be: “said  mayor demanded Rs 600 crore  white, muddy red and black RanchlmayorAshaIakratm
dchai special package. water werenowcommonlyavail-  pointed out water woes in the
™ . Healsopointed outthatqual- ~ ablein Jharkhand. Milky white  state capital and depleting
Shakhsp ity life can arrest large scale inmicaminingzones.muddvred gromndwaterlevels Wideninoof

un holds meeting with
representatlves of Jharkhan ’s elected bodies

, ;FIELD WORK The team is in state on a 3-day visit to fathom people’s aspirations living in the cities and villages
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bearers who have been elect-

ed for the next five years in
- 2018 itself. NK Singh express-
- Ing satisfaction over fairly

long spell left with them; lis-
tened to their problem areas
‘and demands for more funds,
stressed over allocating
based on development
it for the ULBs and not
ed on their population or
. It means the funds
 come as per the need
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LB b for special packages ‘
. From Page 1 This apart, I dragged their improved its tally and rankec| drains? said Asha Lakr ‘
B0 iﬁi?-l&" said the attention towards situation of 109th on cleanliness one year Later the Commission sat
 Sécretary. drinking water, sewerage sys- later. ‘ with rural representatives rep-
The Chairman during the ~tem which most of the ULBs Similar were the senti-" resenting gram pancha
presentation enquired about in the State are still fighting ments of Ranchi Mayor Asha  zila parisads etc, Rural
. tenure of the existing office for.

Lakra who stressed more over
situation of drinking water :
and also raised demand for ;
special treatment given to the
capital city. .
“Ranchi is not any other
city of the State. Being the ca -
ital city of Jharkhand, Ranchi
needs special attention for its
: overﬂ development. Its needs
The coal capital of the can b tulfilled only thr
country after fairing badly dition o
on sanitation in 2016 and
tagged as the most dirtiest city  fro
on Swachh Bharat survey, has

If they want to come at
par with other developed
cities of the country there is
strong need for special pack-
age otherwise they need
another 60-70 years to
improve,” Dhanbad Mayor
‘Chandra Shekhar Agarwal
said. B A
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ULB members

press for special

packages

Panchayat
representatives
seek greater
support

SANTOSH NARAYAN B RANCHI

n their first interaction with
the team of 15th Finance
Commission presently on a
tour of Jharkhand, the Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) present-
ed their performance in terms
of financial management to
seek more support in return.
The team headed by retired
bureaucrat and parliamentari—
an Nand Kishore Singh had a
close door meeting with
Mayors and chairpersons of
Nagar Parishads on the first day

of its three-day trip on
Weﬁ:iesd_ay and yezt‘:dmn’ged b

ideas.
Urban Development

a(h) it e &

Secretary Ajoy Kumar Singh |

briefed the Commission mem-
bers and officials present in
good number highlighting the
good works done by the ULBs
acting on the suggestions of the
previous 14th Finance
Commission.

“The Government has
divulged 19 subjects to the
municipal corporations and
Nagar Parishads, on which
they are free to take their own
decisions and act accordingly.
Some works are still to be
done on this front. Most
importantly, performing excel-
lently on the front of revenue
generation from their own

resources which was one of the |

suggestions made by the 14th
Finance Commission the ULB
of the State have Tregist
commendable 126 per
jump Rs 92 cre
2015-16 to

-
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State

calls for
special
attention

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Ranchi: Jharkhand demand-
ed Rs 1.50 lakh crore from the
15th finance commission dur-
ing daylong deliberations with
visiting members on Thurs-
day, explaining that it was
grappling with severe chal-
lenges to improve infrastruc-
ture and social indices for
which the Centre needed to
pay special attention.

“The state is still strug-
gling for basics like proper ir-
rigation facilities, clean drink-
ing water in remote areas, ed-
ucation, health and so on,”
chief minister Raghubar Das
said during a meeting with
commission members where
officials from various depart-
ments made presentations.

“We are working on this
through several central as
well as state schemes, but
there much that needs to be
done,” he added.

A team of commission
members has been in Jhark-
hand since Wednesday. After
their meeting with the chief
minister and senior officials,
the team met all Opposition
parties to discuss their de-
lsn:ndsxand priorities for the

Ly

According to an official

Chairman of the 15th finance commission NK Singh with

> i

chief minister Raghubar Das in Ranchi on Thursday; leader
of the Opposition Hemant Soren (right) at the meeting.
Picture by Prashant Mitra

ing special
Jharkhand.
“It is clear that since the
state was formed, it has not
been able to achieve its full
economic potential for various
reasons. The poverty rate still
continues to be higher, and in
some districts, the problem is
more. Though, in the last few
years, significant improve-
ments have happened, it's
good that the government is
clear about its challenges

attention to

ahead,” he said, adding that
sympathetic treatment wasre-
quired to reorganise funds.

Later, additional chief sec-

retary, finance, Sukhdev
éoﬁlx‘lghsnidthémﬁin ncern

Telegraph, adding that Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, West Bengal
and a few other states had a
much higher debt ratio.

Singh said one of the rea-
sons why Jharkhand’s debt
was increasing was UDAY
(Ujwal Discom Assurance
Yojna), launched by Centre
three years back to revive the
ailing power sector. Under

this, states needed to take over  ci
three-fourths of the debt of re-

spective discoms. Discoms
were given time till 2017-19 to
become self-sufficient by im-

thefts among other meas
o s led . “

proving transmission, curbing
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commission,

objects to using ‘New India-2022’

Vishal Kant

= Vishal kan!@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: Leader of opposition and
working president of Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha (JMM),
Hemant Soren, on Thursday
objected to inclusion of the
phrase ‘New India-2022’ in the
terms of references of the 15th
finance commission that met
the representatives of the politi-
calparties on the second day of
itsthree-day visit to the state.

Inhisaddress at the meeting,
the former chief minister said,
“Why has New India-2022 been
included in the terms of referen-
ces?It’sapolitical sloganof the
Bharatiya Janata Party. Allo-
cating funds foritshould not be
the agenda of the finance com-
mission. Politicisation of consti-
tutional bodies is not correct.”

The junior Soren said the
Centre and states were players
while the finance commission’s
role was of an umpire.

On the issue of finance com-
mission planning to reward
states that curtail expenditure
onpopulistschemes, the former
chief minister, referring to
some of the schemes and
‘developments projects of the
hubar Das government,

biggesf

= Leader of opposition Hemant Soren at the meeting of 15th Finance
Commission in Ranchi on Thursday. HTPHOTO

With the Indian tax system  thata representative ofthe GST
having shifted to Goods and Ser- Council should also be there in
vice Tax (GST) regime, the the finance commission.

former chiefminister suggested On the issue of the finance

commission planning to incen-

tivise states, in terms of

enhanced fund allocation,
which have total fertility rate
(TFR) less than 2.1, the JMM
leader objected to the proposal
arguingthat prevalence ofhigh
TFR is directly related to pov-
erty and concentration of
higher population of tribals,
Dalits, illiterate and poor.

“States suchas Madhya Pra-

desh, Bihar, Utter Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand
fall in that category. In fact,
such states need more res ource
for reducing TFR. It would
prove disastrous in states like
Jharkhand where decline in
population of the tribals and
aborigines is a cause for con-
cern,” Soren said.

He said tribal population in
any state should be included in
the parameters for devolution of
funds.

CONGRESS POINTS 0

....................... g

<

RANCHI: Jharkhand Con-
gress chief Ajoy Kumar saidq
here on Thursday that his
party had requested the
15th finance commissjon to
putinplace amechanigy,
- thatgave separate figureg

of

TPER CAPITA INCOME ANOMALY

ers hereat the state party
headquarters.
Kumar on Thursday led a
delegationof theparty
workers at the meeting
the 15th finance commis-
sion with the representa-

ﬁrfwmum

ce
1son

The
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places Rs 1.5 lakh cp

demand to finance panel

GautamMazumdar
= Qautam.mazumdar@®ivehindustan com

RANCHE: The Jharkhand govern.
ment on Thursday placed Rs
1,50,002.78 crore demand to the
15th finance commission, an
increase of Rs 8,000 crore it had
made before the 14th finance
commission.

Chiefminister RaghubarDas
putthedemand during the meet-
ing with the Visiting team of the
15th finance commission led by
chairman NK Singh.

Daspleaded the commission to
pay specialattention towards the
undeveloped states like Jhark-
hand and expressed hope that it
will consider Jharkhand’s
wishes withan open heart.

The 14th finance commission
had allotted Rs 4,778.50 crore to
Jharkhand out of which Rs
4,279.8 crore hasbeenreleased.

While makingthestate presen-
tation, it was brought before the
commission’snotice that Jhark-
hand has 26.20% ST population,
36.51% BPL population and
75.95% rural population.

Chiefsecretary Sudhir Tripa-
thi, and additional chief secre-
tary holding the finance depart-
ment Sukhdev Singhalongwith

» Chief minister Raghubar Das handing over a memorandum of the
state government to the 15th Finance Commission chairman
NK Singh, in Ranchi on Thursday,

Appreciating the govern-
ment’s presentation and initia-
tives commission chairman NK
Singhsaid he was happy with the
Presentationsduring the twoday
deliberations with the state gov-
ernment, local bodies and politi-
calparties.

He, however, suggested the
state topayattention on fiscal def.
icit and debt to equities besides
efficient and optimum use and
management of its resources. He
also stressed on increasing the
per capitaexpenditure.

Finance secretary Singh
admitted that the fiscal deficit
limitof. d was26% ofthe
GSDP in 2016-17 and mentioned
that it should not be more than

said  25.16%.

DIWAKAR PRASAD/HT PHOTO

pay DVCand CCL dues,
Singhexpressed concern over
prevailingpovertyand thelaxity
inthe state’s realisation despite
havingeconomic Ppotentials. The
government is aware of the eco-
nomic challenges and closer to
nationaleconomicindex, hesaid,
Being mineralrich state with .
sizeable tribal population Jhark.-
hand should stress on environ-
mental management and bal-
anced growth in alldistricts, he
said.
On GST the state mentioned
that during August 2017 to June
2018, the average GST revenue
was Rs 498 crore (an avera
monthlyshotrdhml}ofalmdsm ).
Itfeared thatin thepost co "
'(%ﬁ‘::;)i
ror

is
sy
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inance Commlssmn worrled about

failure in adhering to FRBM Act

Jaideep.Deogharia
@timesgroup.com

: Ranchi: The Finance Com-
! mission on Thursday ex-
i pressed its concern about
: thefrequentincidents of po-
: verty, wide inter-district
¢ disparities and recent failu-
: re in adhering to the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget

Management (FRBM) Act in
; the state. The 15th Finance
CommiSSlon teamunderthe
anship of N K Singh

fthree—day visit to the

Mahadeo Sen

CM Raghubar Das hands over a memorandum of the state govern—
ment to N K Singh, chairman of the 15th Fmance Commlssmn

it ach1eveafastgrowthandra-
idly catch

state was created, for it to

The commission also re-
cpgmsedt atJha

Das, on the other hand
reminded the commission
aboutthe peculiarities asso-
ciated with the tribal popu-
lationand its culture, which
needs a customised appro-

tes should be taken into ag
count so as to provide the

with adequate compe
tion. The benefit o
accrues largely to tho
tes that use min
put for their ind
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ol seeks FC attentic;
to ‘poor’ Jharkhand

PNS m RANCHI

Stressing over the need of

more resources for under-
developed  States like
Jharkhand, Chief Minister
Raghubar Das has urged the
15th Finance Commission to
pay proper attention to it.

~ The CM during his meet- “We have world class The CM at the same time mining where large num- ©
ing with the touring tourist spots in the State that outlined 14 years of instabil-  bers of people are compelled
Commission members headed can generate good number of ity in the State for its shaky to drink polluted water;and
by its Chairman NK Singh on  jobs. This would also bring in development record. “Tribal catch diseases of different

Thursday said that pulling the
lagging States up was equally
‘essential for a developed India.
“The Finance Commission
should focus more on under-
developed States such as

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,” said the CM.

Talking about the strengths
of the State Raghubar Das
underlined scope in tourism
sector, which besides being
different from mining sector
can produce more number of
jobs.

foreign currency. At the same
time we have certain chal-
lenges like 19 out of 24 districts
are into aspirational district
bracket. We are building new
capital along with High Court

‘CM seeks FC atteﬁtibizz-h'
to ‘poor’ Jharkhand 23;-%

From Page 1
substantial amount of
fund for all that,” said the
CM. Sources present said
that more than Rs one lakh
crore in the next five years
has been sought from the

Finance Commission.

and poor people of the State
have put in their lives for a
separate State but their
dream could not be fulfilled
due to prolonged political
instability at the top. There is
no dearth of mnatural
resources which is now put in
together for ensure speedy
growth.

We need to-do lot more to
pull people out of deprivation
and for that more fund is

 required,” explained the CM.
He on th :
outlined soms

S

e ¢
2 e
P,
2 4

under which 6512 vilda|
under gram swaraj are being |
benefited. ot 2o
“Farm sector has mgre o
jobs but due to lack of irri-
gation facility we are unable
to perform well. Similarly we ~
have worries on the front of »

=

kind. We are utilising DMF
to provide piped, drinking ;.
water to them,” said the CM.
Earlier the team of the -
Commission was shown~—
detailed presentation from -
different Departments which "
placed their specific track
records along with dem
Besides the CM, his
colleagues Ramch
Chandraeans;, Neera
Saryu Roy, Raj Paliw:
Secretary Sudhir
Development Commi
DK Tiwari, A
Sukhdeo Singh,

(55
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(Opposition questions Finance

Cammussion’s terms of reference

PNS'8 RANCHI

Parties in the Opposition
came united in criticising
the terms of reference (TOR) of
the 15th Finance Commission.
Parties right from the main
Opposition JMM to Congress
and JVM questioned the free-
dom given to the Commission
by the Union Government in
deciding funds and resources to
any State, including Jharkhand.

JMM executive president
and Leader of the Opposition
Hemant Soren in his meeting
with Chairman NK Singh and
otler - members of the
Commniission on Thursday

JMM executive president Hemant Soren, JPCC chief Ajoy Kumar alongwith other -

party leaders at an all-party meeting with Finance Commission members at  city

pulled up the TOR set by the hotel in Ranchi on Thursday y  PNS
Ceﬁrtel“rfﬂdhich suggestsfthe cri- ; 3
teria to decide the references ing example of “Times Squre’ Center to ] ] Ellowing:
given to any particular State.  like structure coming u% at the GS‘;‘O x!:zlgiﬂ:ad‘fdlo ing
<1 would like to call the Morhabadi of Ranchi. lating the loss in I
attention of the Commission The LoP went on denounc- 2500 crore in term
towdf@s the limitation put in ing the idea to pay less to the generation to gf;
place through the TOR for the  States with higher Total Fertility 15th Fin
Commission in deciding funds. ~ Rate and argued that poor and ‘
it at due to the recom- developing States I i

s of the 14th Finance

Jharkhand have this proble " :
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By Our Correspondent

nce Commission to have sympathetic approach

towards unique problems of lnarkhaml NI( Singh 1

Ranchi : Chairman of the
15th finance commission N
K Singh said that the body
will have a sympathetic
approach towards the unique
problems of the state keeping
in mind the huge tribal
population and the slow start

ETI

. Addressing a press
conference  here  after
with the Chief

inister and his cabinet

colleague which was followed
/ a meeting with the
i ‘pmm p{ the state

has made note of few key
observations during its
interaction here with the first
being that the full potential
the economy of the state

the potential in the state it
was expected to grow much
faster and stand among the
developed states of the nation
however that has remained
un-utilised. Mr Singh said
that the commission was

th
) €9

. also alarmed with the rising

poverty in the state and also
pointed to high disparity with
some of the districts having
a large number of poor
population. He also pointed
that containment of the fiscal

ﬁ

deficit was an issue for the
state, however he pointed

that the state government

has made some significant.
improvement in key indices
of health and human

develanment inday Whan: &

asked the suggestions which
the commission had given to
the state government he said
that there was a need to look
at sustainable development
indicators in few of the
districts while fiscal deficit
also needed to brought down
by following a moderate
considerable path. Moreover
the state also needed to look
at the issue of Uday bonds
and improve its transmission
and distribution network
etc. He said that the state
government has made a
genuine case of increasing
the vertical devolution and
has presented a detailed
well articulated list of
demands through which it
has demanded that the state
share be increased to 50 per
cent and has also advocated
for the need to: relook M
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" Raghub |
agnuiar as stmam:e
commission to accord E al

CM urges for more funds to fulfill the needs of people

By Our Correspondent

Ranchi : Jharkhand Chief Minister
Raghubar Das said that due to
14 years of political instability
Jharkhand could not achieve
the goal behind formation of a
separate state however after the
state government has been formed
~ development has gathered pace in
the state and urged the commission
| to accord special focus towards
state like Jharkhand and demanded
for more funds to fulfill the needs
m@fﬁe?eppleln a meeting with the
%ﬂﬁhe 15 ﬁiaxiﬁe commission
‘he wﬁﬁ& % now posses

“changes are also brought in their
lives, and they too can get access
of good roads, water and

as when these things will reach in
the village than a quality change
would be brought in their lives.
Mr Das said that all the villages .
the state have been electrified and
now in every home power will be

provided as the state govemdﬂm;
was working “with the ‘

to illuminate all the ho
| December 2018 He said

forced to live a life of poverty. He and pointed that even Pi
said that despite the rapid progress ~Minister Narendra Modi shnréa "‘in
there are still many areas which  the d.team of developmeg af all
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‘Opposition parties demand special |
status Irnm nlanning commission

By Our Correspondent

Ranchi : In an interaction with
the team of the 15th finance
commission the majority of
opposition political parties
of the state sought a special
category status  pointing
out the backwardness of
-abas;khand and highlighted
the fact that the state was
also got getting the due share
of its mineral royalty due to
which the farmers and poor
were battling = displacement
and poverty. Leader of the

opposion and JVM acting
esident Hemant Soren raised

tl:eammtxen of
¢ Eie

the central government was
planning someéthing big in the
‘disguise of the commission
w &h?t it as the right of unposing the
ha& been given to the

agf the

it fulfills the four out of the
five criteria’s which are needed
for any state to be awarded
the status of special state. He
pointed that due to corporate
houses the per capita income
in Jharkhand appears to
be high but in reality 38 pc
population here live below the

of the state in the area of
health and education was very
poor. JVM(P) MLA Pradeep
Yadav said that not only in the
reality but the state should also
have a share in the profit of the
companies: He also called for
providing special state status
and raised questions over
‘increasing the state’s share in
various schemes. On

hand Bhuvneslmav :

poverty line.and performance .

which is a junior ally in
the state government said
that Jharkhand generates
maximum revenue for the
railways but compared to
that train and facilities for
the people were not worth
mentioning. Party’s central
spokesperson Devsharan
Bhagat . - demanded . that
headquarters' of the SE
Railways be shifted to
Jharkhand from Kolkata aﬁd 3
also dem:
the gmaﬁts
and _qrb
the‘g
neral semm?nf
Seepak Prakash




